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Hello Everyone,

I am certain you are all so prepared for your Christmas celebrations already but incase your not quite ready yet I am sending out some helpful tips.  With the developments in the financial markets over the past six months we all should be a bit more watchful with how we spend our holidays funds this year and that requires a plan so lets get started.  

Step # 1  

Gift List And Budget

Have children write their letter to Santa or wish list which ever is appropriate.  Also a list of each person you will be buying a gift for this year niece, nephew, parents, friends etc.  Before you start shopping set up your budget for gifts, parties you may be attending or hosting.

Your master list should have all the names to buy for with the budget you have set for each person.  Each event / party you will be attending for the holidays set a limit for the gift or amount you will be spending. Always buy a couple extra hostess gifts for those last minute invites.  Set budget for each party you will host.

Step # 2 

Who Wants What List

For your own children they probably have listed the gifts in the order of importance, if not have them clarify it for Santa.

Beside each name write gift ideas each person should have at least two ideas that fit your budget.

Each event or party should have an appropriate gift item beside it.  I like to have two or three choices for all my events this makes the shopping or preparation a little easier.

Step # 3 

Where To Go To Get It

Decide the stores you will need to visit for each gift, try to keep it to the least amount of stops.  For every store you will be shopping at choose a highlight colour (Home Depot and Dad’s Drill or Billy’s IPOD and Future Shop) with the stores and the gift colour coded.  As you pick up a gift for each person cross them of your list.  

Shop early on a weekday (less shoppers = more help) and before December 1 if possible this will not only give you your best selection it will also help you relax and truly enjoy your holiday season.  

Happy Organized Holidays to you all!
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